Table of Contents

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

The Purpose of and Need for Action Page
T (T [T (T ] o T 1-1
The Purpose of and Need for the Proposed Action..........ccceeveeeeeceeeeecesece e, 1-3
The Service and the Refuge System Policies and Mandates Guiding our Planning..... 1-3
Conservation Plans and Initiatives Guiding the Project........cccoeveevveveccveceeseseeeenenns 1-7
Refuge Establishment Purposes and its Land Acquisition History........c.ccccocveevevceencnenee. 1-9
Refuge AdmMINISIIAtiON .......ccccueieeeeecceee e bbb nes 1-10
Refuge Operational Plans (“Step down” PIans).........cccveeveeeeenecetneeseeeee e 1-10
Refuge Vision Statement and GO0alS ........cccoceveereereeeeeceee s 1-10
The Comprehensive Conservation Planning ProCess ........cccouveveveeeeneveneceeeeseeeeenas 1-11
[SSUBS ...vueuteeteiee ettt ettt R bR s bR a s nen 1-12

Issues Outside the Scope of this Analysis or Not Completely Within the

JUriSAICTION OF the SEIVICE ..cucvececeecce st 1-15
Alternatives Considered, Including the Service-preferred Alternative
T [T (T ] o TR 2-1
Formulating AILEINALIVES ......ccucueeeeeeceete e bbb bes 2-1
Actions Considered but Eliminated from Detailed Study ........ccccoeeveveveecercececceerene, 2-2
Actions Common to Both AREINAtIVES ......cccceeeeerece et 2-3
Alternative A: Current Management ..........ccocceereveeeeeese s 2-8
Alternative B: Service-preferred ARErNative ... 2-12
Highlights of Respective Alternatives’ Actions as they Relate to Goals.........c.ccccu..u...... 2-22
Affected Environment

T (T [T (T ] o TR 3-1
Geology and Land USe SN .....cccceeeeereeeeeeeeee e nens 3-1
Regional Demographics & ECONOMIC SN .....cccvveieicrereeceeee e 3-3
Refuge Staffing and OPErations .........ccceeeeeeceeeeceeeseee e aes 3-5
Habitat Types and Vegetation ...t 3-5
WildIife RESOUICES ...ttt nnas 3-9
ViSO SEIVICES ...ttt a s nnas 3-10
Cultural or HiStoric RESOUICES ....c.cvcucvecieerectrce sttt saes 3-11
Environmental Consequences

T [T (T ] o TR 4-1
Effects on Socioeconomic ENVIronment.........cccvercesccssceseee e 4-2
Effects 0N AIr QUAITY ..o bbb 4-3
Effects 0n PhySiCal RESOUICES ...t 4-3
Effects on Natural SOUNASCAPE ... 4-5

Effects on BiologiCal RESOUICES ...ttt s 4-5



Chapter4 Environmental Consequences (continued) Page
Effects on Public USE @nd ACCESS ..cvirrerrerecerereeeireseesesese st ssessssssnses 4-10
Effects on Cultural and Historic RESOUICES .......ccvceuveueecereieeeceeeseeee e 4-12
CumUIALIVE IMPACES ..t 4-12
Short-Term and Long-Term ProductiVity .......ccocoeeverrereeeninseresessesesessseesese s ssessssseses 4-14
Unavoidable IMPACTS ...ttt snnen 4-14
Potential Irretrievable and Irreversible IMPacts ......ccccoevcervecnerec s 4-14
Summary of Environmental Consequences by Alternatives ........cccooceevevecerseeeccrnseenennns 4-15
Chapter5 Consultation and Coordination with Others
A Public InvolveMENt SUMMAIY ..ot 5-1
RefUGE PartnerShiPS ...ttt es s 5-1
Refuge CCP Planning TEAM ......c.cccucuveueerisecestseese ettt ssse s sssesssssssessssnns 5-1
AsSistance from OThErs ... e 5-2
GlOSSArY & ACIONYMS ..o sss s sssss s s s ssssn s s s sssssnss s s snsnanes Glos-1
Bibliography ...t Biblio-1
Appendixes
Appendix A. Findings of Appropriateness and Compatibility Determinations................ A-1
Appendix B. Wilderness REVIEW ........cevcrereeirecrsscsesstessee s esessssesssssssssssssssssssssssanenes B-1
Appendix C. Species of Conservation CONCErN.........ccoccuveveerreneceveseseesseessessse s C-1
Appendix D. Service Asset Maintenance Management System (SAMMS,)................... D-1

List of Figures

Figure 1.1. The Comprehensive Conservation Planning Process.........cccccoevevevernerernennes 1-1
List of Tables

Table 2.1. Highlights of respective alternatives’ actions as they relate to goals........... 2-22

Table 3.1. Refuge revenue sharing payments to the towns of Greenfield

and Temple, 2000-2006 ..........ccceveeerermeerernerereeeressseeresssessessssesssessesssesssssssessessesssessssesssssessssees 3-4

Table 3.2. Acreage of habitat types at Wapack refuge .......ccoeveevevevecesvccsecccsecnns 3-5

Table 4.1. A summary of the foreseeable consequences of each alternative................ 4-15
List of Maps

Map 1-1. Location of Wapack NWR ...t ssenssssnnes 1-2

Map 2-1. REfUGE TrailS ..cucuereeeecieeeetresciesesi ettt snnes 2-6

Map 3-T. HAabItat TYPES ettt ettt sesnssssnnes 3-6



